Alewife Plans Call for 4000 New Parking Spaces


Dozens of acres of undeveloped land around the Alewife T station have changed hands recently and the new owners have big plans for these properties.


Approximately three million square feet of commercial and residential development has been proposed, some of which is currently under construction.  This is in addition to the two million square feet already built in the area.  Plans call for a net gain of over 4000 new parking spaces near an intersection that is already one of the worst bottlenecks in the state.  Each space represents about three car trips a day (for a total of 12,000 new trips).


Activists in Arlington and Belmont are opposing the development because of concerns about traffic and increased flooding, and because of the threat to wildlife.  Office buildings are expected to tower over the wetlands that are now part of the Metropolitan District Commission’s Alewife Reservation.  In addition, the City of Cambridge has plans to reroute all its stormwater from the Fresh Pond area through the reservation, increasing the possibility of flooding during heavy storms.


In the summer issue of a newsletter published by Alewife Neighbors, Inc., Lew Weitzman wrote that the planned development “would rank as one of the largest single build-outs in Cambridge history, comparable in square footage to such projects as the Cambridgeside Galleria Mall area, University Park at MIT, or South Boston’s highly publicized Pritzker waterfront development project.”


Here is a list of projects he cited:

1.  Genetics Institute, a division of American Home Products of New Jersey, is completing construction of a 215,000-square-foot, 85-foot-high office tower, with more than 300 parking spaces.

 
2.  Oaktree Green Development, LLC, of Cambridge, and Abbott Investments, 

 LLC, of Boston, are completing the steel frame of a 366,000-square-foot, 85-foot-high apartment complex with 345 parking spaces behind the Summer Shack Restaurant.  When completed, it will be one of the largest residential structures in Cambridge, with 311 units.                          


3.  Bulfinch Cos., of Needham, has purchased the Arthur D. Little site and announced plans to build approximately 900,000 square feet of offices on land currently leased to A. D. Little.  The plans include two new above-ground parking garages, which will hold 1,052 cars.

4.  Martignetti Brothers Real Estate, of Cambridge, (owners of the bowling alley) have announced plans to construct approximately 400,000 square feet of housing (350 units) and a 125,000-square-foot office building, while retaining their motel (Susse Chalet) along Route 2.  A total of 788 new parking spaces would be added.

5.  O’Neill Properties, of Philadelpia, is currently negotiating with Belmont officials to build upwards of 200,000 square feet of office space and at least 600 parking spaces on its 12.2 acres abutting Route 2 near Lake Street.

6.  Mugar Enterprises, Inc., of Boston, has announced plans to build on a 17-acre site across Route 2 from the bowling alley with 300,000 square feet of offices and 1,150 parking spaces.  After a storm of protest from Arlington and Belmont residents, Secretary Bob Durand of the Massachusetts Environmental Protection Agency decided to require a full environmental review of this project.  That review is now underway.

7.  W. R. Grace Company, of Columbia, Maryland, has proposed an office park and hotel/retail development on its 27-acre site next to Russell Field.  These buildings would add 400,000 square feet of development and 837 parking spaces to the site.


A committee of Belmont residents is forming to study ways to preserve open space in the Alewife area.  If you’re interested in investigating alternative uses for these properties, please call (617) 484-5057.

This article includes excerpts from 02140, Volume 3, Issue 1, reprinted with permission from Alewife Neighbors, Inc.

